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among other genera of the Larinæ, and is perhaps not a little 
remarkable in its relation to the phalanx. I found this 
almost central position occupied by the nail in all the speci- 
mens examined. In one the nail was longer than in the 
others, and consequently extended nearly to the apex of the 
digit. 

A question implying important alternatives remains un- 
answered, as the result of the incompleteness of our know- 
ledge relating to the nail on the hallux of this species, 
namely— (1) Is the possession of this nail an individual pecu- 
liarity, or (2) do all Kittiwakes possess such a nail during 
some period of their early life? 

The former is most probably the case. The latter is, 
perhaps, possible, but its acceptance implies—from the ascer- 
tained facts—that this nail is developed very late in em- 
bryonic life, and that it disappears early in most cases. 

A pleasant duty now remains, namely, to express my 
obligations and thanks. To my friend Dr. Carlier, of the 
Physiological Department of the University of Edinburgh, 
I am indebted for much assistance, which it affords me 
great pleasure to acknowledge. My thanks are also due 
and hereby accorded to the friends severally named in these 
notes, and to Mr. Herbert Goodchild, of Edinburgh, who 
kindly prepared the finished drawings from which the figures 
have been reproduced. 


XXXVIII.—WNotices of recent Ornithological Publications. 
[Continued from p. 345.] 
66. Berlepsch on the Birds of Curacao, W.I. 
[Die Vögel der Insel Curaçao, nach einer von Ilerrn cand. theol. Ernst 
Peters daselbst angelegten Sammlung. J. f. O. January 1892. | 
Insular faunas, however small their area, are, as Darwin 
and Wallace teach us, always worthy of careful examination ; 
and we are therefore deeply grateful to Graf v. Berlepsch for 
this excellent essay on what is known of the birds of Curaçao 
and its satellites, Buen Ayre and Oruba. The immediate 
oceasion of the present paper was the reccipt of a collection of 
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37 skins, representing 18 species, made by Herr E. Peters of 
Hamburg during a short visit to Curaçao in August and 
September 1890. But our esteemed friend takes the oppor- 
tunity of building upon this foundation an exhaustive account 
of all that is vet known of the ornithology of the Curaçao 
group of islands. He shows that their avifauna is most 
nearly related to that of the neighbouring coast of South 
America, the greater number of the 19 species certainly 
known to occur there being of undoubtedly South-American 
origin. On the other hand, there is also a slight Antillean 
element in the avifauna, four species—namely, Dendrwca 
rufigularis, Cereba (intell. Certhiola) uropygialis, sp. nov., 
Elainea martinica, and Tinnuneulus sparverius brevipennis, 
subsp. nov.—having decided West-Indian affinities. Terr 
Peters’s journal of his excursion and interesting ficld-notes 
make a good appendix to Graf v. Berlepsch’s treatise. 


67. Bonvalot’s Journey through Tibet. 

[Gabriel Bonvalot—De Paris au Tonkin à travers le Tibet inconnu. 
Ouvrage contenant une carte en couleurs et cent huit illustrations gravées 
Vaprès les photographies prises par le Prince Henri d'Orléans. Royal 8vo. 
Paris: 1892. Hachette et Cie. | 

The appendix to this work contains lists of the birds of 
Eastern Turkestan and Tibet, obtained during the journey. 
Amongst them are the names of the following new species 
and subspecies from Tibet, but without descriptions :— 
Zosterops mussoti; Pomatorhinus gravivox, var. dedekensi ; 
P. gravivox, var. armandi; Babax lanceolatus, var. bon- 
valoti; Trochalopteron ellioti, var. bonvaloti; T. henrici ; 
Leptopæcile henrici; Acredula bonvaloti: Montifringilla bon- 
valoti; Uragus henrici. 


68. Delaware Valley Ornithologists’ ‘ Proceedings? 


(Abstract of the Proceedings of the Delaware Valley Ornithological 
Club of Philadelphia for the years 1890 and 1891. Syo. Philadelphia: 
1892.) 

The ornithologists of the Delaware Valley of Pennsylvania 
have set a good example by forming themselves into a club, 
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which has held monthly mectings for the past two years, and 
has apparently enjoyed many profitable discussions. The 
present pamphlet gives an abstract of their “ proceedings,” 
many of the papers alluded to having been published in 
various journals. They relate exclusively to North-American 
birds, and especially to observations on migration. 


69. Deyrolle on the Birds of France. 

[Ilistoire Naturelle de la France. Sme Partie, Oiseaux. Par Emile 
Deyrolle. Paris, 8vo (undated). | 

This is one of a series of cheap works for beginners 
published by the well-known dealer in objects of natural 
history. The arrangement is antiquated, to say the least 
of it; for instance, the “ groupe des Merles” is made up of 
the Dipper, Rose-coloured Starling, Golden Oriole, the five 
common species of Thrush, the two Rock-Thrushes, and the 
Starling, in the above-given sequence. The Nightjar, Swal- 
lows, and Swifts form the “ groupe des Bees-fendus ;” while 
the ‘ famille des Palmipédes ” is the most heterogeneous that 
can be imagined. ‘here are 132 woodcuts, of which some 
appear to be original, such as the representation of the 
Fulmar (for the Stormy Petrel); and 27 very fair coloured 
plates of the heads of most of the species. The letterpress 
does not contain so much erroneous information respecting 
geographical distribution as might have been expected. 


70. Distant’s ‘ Naturalist in the Transvaal.’ 

[A Naturalist in the Transvaal. By W. L. Distant. 8vo. London: 
1892, R. H. Porter.] 

In this volume we have recorded the impressions of a 
naturalist who, during a year’s sojourn in the Transvaal for 
business purposes, recreated himself by collecting zoological 
specimens and making observations. The Transvaal has, as 
we all know, been flooded by a rush of gold-seekers, and is 
being rapidly “ Europeanized.”” ‘The native mammals, espe- 
cially those of larger dimensions, are gradually disappearing ; 
but there is still much to be done in entomology, in which 
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Mr. Distant is a well-known worker, and in the birds, of 
which frequent mention is made. Mr. Distant sueceeded in 
procuring examples of nearly one hundred species, of which 
a list is given in the Appendix. 

Our author’s greatest acquisition in this class was a spe- 
cimen of Wahlberg’s Eagle, obtained just outside Pretoria, 
where Elanus ceruleus could also usually be seen, and several 
species of Kestrel were abundant. As regards other birds 
met with in the same district, Mr. Distant writes as 
follows :— 

“Some species very common in the wooded distriets of 
Waterberg and Zoutpansberg are oceasionally seen im the 
district of Pretoria, such as the Grey  Plantain-eater 
(Schizorhis concolor) and the Yellow-billed Hornbill (Lopho- 
ceros leucomelas), examples of both of which were observed 
and obtained. Another bird not at all rare around Pretoria is 
the Golden Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx cupreus) ; in the stomach 
of one I found small Coleoptera, in that of another specimen 
small Orthoptera. Peters’ Glossy Starling (Lamprocolius 
sycobius) and the Cape Glossy Starling (dAmydrus morio) are 
very abundant in wooded rocky spots, and give a colour to 
the scene; while after the rams the Common Spreos (Spreo 
bicolor) assemble in flocks upon the veld and devour the 
small Orthoptera there existing in great plenty. 

“ Wherever wet places and high reeds are found, the Long- 
tailed Widow-bird (Chera progne) may usually be observed 
pursuing its laborious and difficult tight, heavily handicapped 
by its seasonally-developed tail, and is a good instance of 
sexual selection exercised at the expense of protection. 

“« Among the tamest of birds may be mentioned the Cape 
Long-elaw (Macronya capensis), which can frequently be 
killed when driving by a slash of the whip wielded by an 
expert Kafir, as a specimen in my collection was thus 
obtained. But this bird is not usually found around the 
outskirts of the town, as is that mest friendly of visitors, the 
Cape Wagtail (Motacilla capensis), many of which fall a 
prey to small Dutch boys armed with that hideous instrument, 
the ‘ catapult.’ ” 
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71. Gadow on the Structure of Pedionomus. 


[Notes on the Structure of Pedionomus torquatus, with regard to its 
Systematic Position. By Hans Gadow, Ph.D., MLA. Records Australian 
Mus. i. p. 205.] 

Dr. Gadow describes at some length the structure of 
Pedionomus—an obscure Australian form, generally supposed 
from two specimens placed at 


to belong to the Turnicidæ 
his disposal by the Trustees of the Australian Museum, 
Sydney. The conclusion arrived at is that Pedionomus must 
be referred to the Turnices, “as their lowest, most Rallo- 
Galline member.” The sternum is “ decidedly like that of 
the Turnices, and differs in every essential point from that of 
the Rasores.” In the pelvis also Pedionomus resembles 
Turniz, and it is schizorhinal, like Turnix, whereas the 
Gallinie arc holorhinal. The fifth cubital remex is absent. 
The oil-gland is large and tufted. 


72. Godman and Salvin’s ¢ Biologia Centrali- Americana? 

[Biologia Centrali-Americana; or, Contributions to the Knowledge of 
the Fauna and Flora of Mexico and Central America. Edited by F. 
DuCane Godman and Oshert Salvin. (Zoolugy.) Parts XCVI.-C. 4to. 
London: 1891-92. Published for the Editors by R. H. Porter, 10 Chandos 
Street, Cavendish Square, W.]* 

The authors of the “ Birds” of the ¢ Biologia Centrali- 
Americana’ have made another important step forward in 
the progress of this great work. In the recently issued 
numbers appertaining to this branch of their subject they 
take up the Formicariidz, and give us a full account of 52 
species of this extensive family that occur in Central America. 
Of the family Pteroptochidie, which concludes the long array 
of Passeres, but one specics—Seytalopus argentifrons, a recent 
discovery on the volcano of Irazu in Costa Rica—comes 
within the limits of the work. Zeledonia coronata, another 
newly described Cost-Rican form, is placed at the end of the 
Passeres as a “ genus incerte sedis,” until its anatomy and 
osteology are known. 

As regards the Formicariidie, Messrs. Godman and Salvin 
follow pretty nearly the sequence of genera in this family 
* Cf. last notice, above, p. 168. 
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used in the ‘ Catalogue of Birds’ (vol. xv.), and also divide 
it into two main groups; but they arrange the genera under 
these sections differently, and define them by different cha- 
racters. One of these main sections embraces the tree- and 
bush-frequenting genera, with shorter tarsi; the other the 
terrestrial birds. These are denominated respectively “ Ar- 
boricole ” and “ Terrestres.” 

The following species are figured in this part :—Thamno- 
philus punctatus, T. bridgesi, T. anabatinus, Dysithamnus 
puncticeps, Myrmeciza lemosticta, M. immaculata, Grallaria 
princeps, G. dives, and G. perspicillata. 

The Thamnophilus nævius, auct., of Central America, is 
separated as T. atrinucha; anew Gymnopithys from Colombia 
is described (p. 222) as G. ruficeps, and a new Myrmeciza 
from Ecuador (p. 230) as M. nigricauda. 


73. Hudson’s ‘ Naturalist in La Plata’ 

[The Naturalist in La Plata. By W. H. Hudson, C.M.Z.S. London: 
Chapman and Hall, 1892. ] 

Most of Mr. EHudson’s excellent ficld-notes on the birds of 
Argentina have already been published in ‘ Argentine Orni- 
thology? But our readers will find no lack of interest in 
the volume of collected essays now before us. There are 
chapters on “ Fear in Birds,” on “ HWumming-birds,” on the 
‘“Crested Screamer,” and on the Dendrocolaptidie, all well 
worthy of study, and many beautiful illustrations of our 
favourites in strange attitudes are given. We are pleased to 
see that Mr. Hudson’s volume has been received with a 
chorus of approbation by the critics, in which we have great 
pleasure in joining most heartily. 


74. Kennedy’s ‘Sporting Sketches in South America’ 
y Ji g 


[Sporting Sketches in South America. By Admiral Kennedy. 8vo. 
London: 1892. R. H. Porter.] 

Admiral Kennedy has reproduced in this little work a 
series of entertaining papers which made their first appear- 
ance in § Land and Water,’ and has dedicated his volume to 
our President, Lord Lilford. These papers relate mainly to 
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sporting adventures and excursions in Uruguay, Argentina, 
Patagonia, and the Falkland Islands, but extend also to 
places higher up on the Brazilian coast. Admiral Kennedy’s 
sketches are manifestly not in the least of a scientific cha- 
racter, but there are many allusions to birds and _ bird-life 
among them, and they wili be read with pleasure by orni- 
thologists who are interested in South America and in its 
ornis. 


75. Lucas on Explorations in Labrador. 


[Explorations in Newfoundland and Labrador in 1887, made in con- 
nection with the Cruise of the U.S. Fish-Commission Schooner 
‘Grampus.’ By Frederic A. Lucas. Rep. Nat. Mus. Washington, 
1888-89, p. 709.] 

This report is a supplement to a previous paper by the 
same author (cf. Ibis, 1891, p. 281), in which the successful 
expedition of the ‘Grampus’ to Funk Island in 1877, and 
the acquisition of large quantities of the bones of the Great 
Auk were described. Some of the previous statements are 
repeated, but further details are introduced. As the value of 
a skeleton of Alca impennis appears to be at least £120, the 
bones of this extinct bird may be well said to be “ worth 
their weight in gold.” Mr. Lucas gives us a very nice 
narrative of his summer cruise, in the course of which he 
visited the “ Bird Rocks,” the ‘ Penguin Islands,” and 
several other places besides Funk Island, which was the main 
object of the expedition. As regards the results, next in 
importance to the bones of the Great Auk were a pair of 
Welch’s Ptarmigan (Lagopus welchi), shot on the Cloud Hills, 
on the western side of Canada Bay, “being the second pair 
ever taken, and the only birds in summer plumage.” 


76. Millais on the British Tetraonide. 

(Game-Birds and Shooting Sketches; illustrating the Habits, Modes 
of Capture, Stages of Plumage, and the Hybrids and Varieties which 
occur amongst them. By Jobn Guille Millais. Folio. London: 
H. Sotheran and Co., 1892. 


In this handsome illustrated volume the author gives his 
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experiences of the four species of the Grouse family found in 
our islands. The letterpress is excellent, and some of the 
descriptions of the habits of the birds and the places in which 
they are found can hardly be surpassed for graphic power. 
Of the many beautiful illustrations we prefer the sepia-like 
autotypes and the woodeuts, because they display to advantage 
Mr. Millais’s rare capacity as a draughtsman; the coloured 
plates (especially those printed in Germany) are less pleasing, 
owing to their erudity and hardness of outline. They are, 
however, of considerable interest, for among them are to be 
found some valuable figures of hybrids, of hens assuming the 
plumage of the male, and of a unique example of an adult 
Blackeock in the dress of the Greyhen. In attributing the 
scarcity of Ptarmigan (as compared with Grouse) to the Fox 
and the Golden Eagle (p. 61), Mr. Millais may be right as 
regards Perthshire, but elsewhere other reasons must be 
sought to account for their numerical inferiority and even 
decrease. Upon this point we can hardly do better than 
give some extracts from a letter written by that excellent 
observer, Mr. Henry Evans, of Jura :— 

“From all I can learn, the decrease of Ptarmigan in Jura 
followed the extermination of Eagles there, and the evidence 
is strong. There were formerly many Eagles—over fifty 
being destroyed in six years, both Golden and Erne; and as 
this was about forty years ago, Ptarmigan have had plenty of 
time to breed up again if the Eagles caused the scarcity. 
Thirty years ago Jura held far more Ptarmigan than now, 
when only a very few are left; so it is abundantly evident 
that Eagles did not cause the decrease. There are no foxes 
in Jura. Eagles frequent Ptarmigan-ground no doubt, but 
chietly because it is high; they like hares and rabbits much 
better than they do birds, and I do not think they take 
many birds if hares and rabbits are about.” 

Now in Jura, of all places, it might have been expected 
that Eagles would be forced by necessity to prey upon Ptar- 
migan, for in that island neither mountain-hares nor rabbits 
are found: true, there are Grouse. We trust that Mr. 
Millais will investigate this point more closely; aud inas- 
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much as he has also studied the genus Lagopus in Iceland 
and Scandinavia, we shall be glad to know his views re- 
specting the species or races of Ptarmigan found in Spits- 
bergen and Novaya Zemlya. We heartily recommend his 
book, and our only regret is that its costliness must neces- 
sarily restrict the wide circulation which it so well deserves. 


77. North on the Breeding of Plotus. 

[Note on the Nidification of Plotus nore-hollandie, Gould, the New- 
Holland Snake-bird or Darter. By A. J. North. Records Australian 
Mus. vol. i. p. 147.] 

Plotus nove-hollandia builds on trees standing in the 
water. The eggs are bluish white, with calcareous covering. 
The specimens were procured at Lake Buloki, Victoria. 


78. North on the Nesting of Edoliosoma tenuirostre. 

[Note on the Nidification of Edoliosoma tenuirostre. By A. J. North. 
Records Australian Mus. vol. i. p. 177.] 

This bird builds on trees, at about 40 feet from the ground. 
The egg is bluish grey, spotted and dotted uniformly with 
umber and slaty brown. The example described was obtained 
in Northern Queensland. 


79. North on the Nesting of Turnix melanotus. 

[Note upon the Nidification of Turnix melanotus, Gould: Small Black- 
spotted Turnix. By A. J. North. Records Australian Mus. vol. i. 
p. 195. | 

Like other members of the genus, this Hemipode builds on 
the ground a scanty nest in a hollow, and lays four eggs, 
which are of a greyish white, obscured by minute freckles of 
pale brown and sparingly spotted with dark slaty grey. The 
specimens described were taken in Queensland, on the Herbert 
River. 


&0. Oustalet on the Birds of China and Tibet. 

(Contributions à la Faune de la Chine et du Tibet : description d'espèces 
et de races nouvelles d'oiseaux données récemment au Muséum d'Histoire 
Naturelle par le Prince Henri d'Orléans. Par M. E. Oustalet. Ann, Se. 
Nat. Zool. sér. 7, xii. p. 271 (1891-92).] 

In this article M. Oustalet gives us an account of the col- 
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lection of birds made by M. Bonvalot, Prince Henry of 
Orleans, and Père Dedekens during their recent adventurous 
expedition through Eastern Turkestan, Tibet, and Western 
China to Saigon *. 

The author commences by remarks on the genera Babaa, 
Trochalopteron, and Pomatorhinus, and describes, as new 
species or subspecies, Babax bonvaloti from So, in Tibet ; 
Trochalopteron henrici from the same locality ; T. bonvaloti 
from Tioungeu, Tibet; Pomatorhinus dedekensi from the 
same locality; and P. armandi from Aio, Tibet. He also 
describes Alcippe bieti and Acredula bonvaloti from Ta-tsién- 
loti; Leptopecile henrici from Tibet; Zosterops mussoti from 
Setchuan; Uragus henrici, without locality ; Eurhinospiza 
(gen. nov. Fringillidarum) Aenrici from Tibet; and Tetrao- 
gallus henrici from Ta-tsién-loi. M. Oustalet then proceeds 
to give a classified list of the principal species which were 
obtained or observed in the vicinity of Ta-tsién-lou by Prince 
Henry, or of which specimens were given to him by Mgr. 
Biot from the same district. Some of these (which are indi- 
cated by an asterisk) are not included in David and Oustalet’s 
well-known ‘ Oiseaux de la Chine.’ In the course of this 
list the Cinclus pallasi of Ta-tsién-loti is separated as a sub- 
species soulie?, and it is stated that Tetraophasis desgodinsi 
(Oust., Le Naturaliste, 1886, p. 275) is the same as T. 
szechenyi, Madarasz (Zeitsch. f. d. ges. Orn. ii. p. 50, pl. 11.) 
and that the Pucrasia erroneously referred by M. Oustalet 
to P. darwini (Le Naturaliste, 1886, p. 276) is identical 
with P. meyeri, Madarasz (Ibis, 1886, p. 145). 

The following birds are figured in this memoir :—Aeredula 
bonvaloti, Alcippe (Proparus) bieti, Leptopecile henrici, 
Uragus henrici, and Eurhinospiza henrici. 


81. Pratt’s ‘Snows of Tibet? 


[To the Snows of Tibet through China, By A. E. Pratt, F.R.G.S. 
] vol. 8vo. Longmans: 1892. ] 


Mr. Pratt’s main object in his expedition was entomology, 


* For the narrative of this Journey, see above, no. 67, “ Bonvalot—De 
Paris au Tonkin,” p. 448. 
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but many allusions to birds will be found in this most inter- 
esting narrative. Mr. Pratt’s route was up the Yangtze to 
Ichang, and thence through the gorges of the great river to 
Sui-fu. Here the Yangtze was left, and its northern con- 
fluent, the “ Min,” ascended to Kia-ting, whence the route 
was by land to Ta-tsien-lu, well known as the headquarters 
of the Roman-Catholic missionaries in Northern Szechuen. 
Ta-tsien-lu is on the eastern confines of Tibet, and only a 
few days’ journey from Moupin, where Père David made his 
remarkable collections. Here Mr. Pratt made excursions to 
elevations of 14,000 and 15,000 feet, and met with Cros- 
soptilon tibetanum and Lophophorus Phuysi near the snow- 
line. Living specimens of both these splendid Pheasants were 
obtained and brought home safely to the Zoological Society’s 
Gardens. Mr. Seebohm has already given us an account of 
Mr. Pratt’s collection of birds (Ibis, 1891, p. 370), of which 
a nominal list forms one of the appendices to the present 
work. 


82. Ridgway on the Genus Sittasomus. 


[Notes on the Genus Sittasomus of Swainson. By Robert Ridgway. 
Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. xiv. p. 507.] 


Mr. Ridgway has examined 44 specimens of the difficult 
genus Siltasomus, and has come to the conclusion that “ the 
actual number of recognizable forms is at least double that 
recognized ” in the fifteenth volume of the British Museum 
Catalogue. Mr. Ridgway makes out six species, besides the 
quite distinct S. stictolemus, Pelz., of which there are no 
specimens in the U.S. National Museum. These he calls 
SS. erithacus, chapadensis (sp. nov.), amazonus, sylvioides, 
equatorialis (sp. nov.), and griseus. Mr. Ridgway has, of 
course, a right to his opinions, but we are not obliged 
to agree with him. Having had the advantage of being able 
to examine the type of S. olivaceus (Max.), which is inac- 
cessible in Europe, he is, no doubt, correct in referring that 
name to S. erithacus. 
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83. Salvadori’s ‘ Catalogue of Parrots.’ 


(Catalogue of the Psittaci, or Parrots, in the Collection of the British 
Museum. By T. Salvadori. London: 1891.] 

The twentieth volume of the ‘ Catalogue of the Birds in the 
British Museum’ is devoted to the great Order of Psittaci. 
For its preparation the Trustees are fortunate in having 
secured the services of our distinguished Foreign Member, 
Count Salvadori, who has devoted more than two years and 
a half to this work. It was completed in December last, and 
is dated 1891, though it was not actually accessible to the 
public until the middle of last March. Like all other pieces 
of work of our esteemed friend, the present volume deserves 
our highest commendation for its thoroughness, completeness, 
and accuracy. It is true, perhaps, that, as is alleged by 
some critics, the author occasionally divides his species 
upon somewhat fine characters, and is prone to carry his 
division of genera to an excess. But as the grounds for 
these separations, slight as they may be, are always clearly 
and distinctly stated, we are of opinion that these failings, 
if failings they be, hardly affect the value of Count Salva- 
dori’s excellent work. 

Count Salvadori divides the Psittaci into six families— 
Nestoridie, Loriidæ, Cyclopsittacidee, Cacatuide, Psittacide, 
and Stringopide. As a primary ground for the division of 
the Order he introduces a new character, taken from the 
structure of the bill. In the first three families the hook of 
the upper mandible beneath is nearly smooth, or has only 
superficial longitudinal ridges ;” in the last three the apex 
of the upper mandible beneath has “ two lateral series of 
ridges, more or less transverse or oblique, producing a file- 
like surface.” 

The number of specimens of Parrots in the British Museum 
is 5113, which are referred to 450 species, while 49 others, 
admitted in the Catalogue, are not represented in our National 
Collection. The total number of species of this Order recog- 
nized is therefore 199, of which the following 14 are described 
as new for the first time in the present volume :— 
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Eos chaliengeri. Chrysotis inornata. 

Neopsittacus rubripileum. - Chrysotis salvini. 

Conurus callogenys. Urochroma emmæ.¥* 
-Pyrrhura emma.* Geoffroyus floresianus. 

Pyrrhura berlepschi. Geoffroyus sumbavensis. 

Psittacula flavescens. Ptistes wetterensis. 

Chrysotis virenticeps. Bolbopsittacus intermedius, 


Four new gencra are also described in this work for the 
first time, namely, Hypocharmosyna, for Trichoglossus wil- 
helmine, Meyer, and. others ; Conuropsis, for Conurus caro- 
linensis ; Neophema, for the group usually called Euphema ; 
and Bolbopsittacus, with Cyclopsittacus lunulatus for its 
type. 

The African, Austro-Malayan, and Australian series of 
Parrots in the British Museum are stated to be “ far from 
complete, and often insufficient to give an idea of the dif- 
ferent stages, of the sexual differences, or of the geographical 
distribution.” On the other hand, the Indian series, thanks 
to Mr. Hume, and the Central American set, owing to the 
liberality of Messrs. Salvin and Godman, are both very 
satisfactory. 

The following species are figured :— 

Pyrrhura emma, P. berlepschi, P. rupicola, P. rhodocephala, 
Myopsittacus luchsi, Bolborhynchus andicola, Psittacula scla- 
teri, Chrysotis lilacina, C. diademata, C. salvini, C. chloronota, 
Pionopsittacus pyrrhops, Tanygnathus everetti, T. burbidgii, 
Paleornis finschi, Bolbopsittacus intermedius, Loriculus ama- 
biiis, L. quadricolor, Platycercus xanthogenys, Cyanorhamphus 
subflavescens, C. cyanurus. 


84. Salvadori on Birds from Sumatra. 


[Catalogo di una Collezione di Uccelli di Sumatra fatta dal Dott. Elio 
Modigliani e descritta da Tommaso Salvadori. Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova, 
ser. 2, xii. p. 40.] 


Dr. Elio Modigliani, the intrepid explorer of Nias +, crossed 
* These two species were named in MS. by Verreaux and Count Ber- 
lepsch respectively, but no descriptions of them have been previously 


published. 
t See Ibis, 1890, p. 376. 
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the island of Sumatra in 1890-91 from Siboga on the west 
coast to near Tangiug Balei on the east, and made a collection 
of 512 specimens of birds, which are referred by Count 
Salvadori to 117 species. Three of these are described as 
new—namely, Niltava decipiens, Gerygone modighanii, and 
Phyllergates sumatranus. Five more are new to the avi- 
fauna of Sumatra, and others of special interest are Peri- 
crocotus montanus, previously known only from the female, 
Hemipus intermedius, Stachyridopsis, bocagii, and Pnoepyga 
lepida. 


85. Salvadori on the Birds of Engano. 


[Uccelli di Engano raccolti dal Dott. E. Modigliani e descritti da 
Tommaso Salvadori. Ann. Mus, Civ. Genova, ser. 2, xii. p. 123.] 


Engano is the most southern of the chain of islands that 
borders the west coast of Sumatra. It is distant about 180 
miles from South Pageh, the next island of the group, and lies 
210 miles S.E. of Java. Very little was known of the birds of 
Engano until Dr. Modigliani’s recent visit, which took place 
in May and June 1891, at the request of the Society of Arts 
and Sciences of Batavia, and a detailed account of which 
will be hereafter published*, Judging by the collections of 
birds now described by Count Salvadori, the results will be 
of considerable interest. The specimens of birds collected in 
Engano were 148 in number, and belong to 23 species. Of 
these no less than 8 are new, and are described as Graucalus 
enganensis, Pericrocotus modiglianii, Zosterops incerta, Ges- 
cichla leucolema, Calornis enganensis, Gracula enganensis, 
Carpophaga enothorax, aud Macropygia cinnamomea. Most 
of these are representatives of Sondaic species, but a minority 
show a certain amount of affinity with the avifauna of the 
Andamans and Nicobars. Of great interest is the discovery 
of the real home of Paleornis modesta, of which numerous 
specimens were obtained in Engano. We are much pleased 
to see that Count Salvadori maintains the Linnean name 


* The island was lately visited by Mr. W. Doherty in search of butter- 
flies (see his account of it in J, A. S. B. Ix. pt. 2, p. 4). 
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Gracula for G. religiosa* and its allies. Some recent au- 
thorities+ have attempted to discard it for “ Muinatus” or 
“ Hulabes,”’ without sufficient reason, as it appears to us. 


86. Schaeck on the Francolins. 


[Monographie des Francolins. Par P., de Schaeck. Mém. Soc. Zool. 
de France, iv. p. 272, 1891.] 

This is a memoir of some importance, in which the whole 
of the members of the extensive Gallinaceous genus Franco- 
linus, comprehending, according to the author, 55 valid 
species, are reviewed and commented upon, principally from 
specimens in the French National Collection, so far as they 
go. After disquisitions on the external and internal cha- 
racters, habits, and acclimatation of Francolins, the author 
proceeds to their classification, and discusses the 55 species 
one after the other, giving synonyms, descriptions, localities, 
and other particulars in each case. No subdivisions of the 
genus are given, which should surely be done in such a 
numerous genus, and Rhizothera (with twelve tail-feathers) 
and Pternestes (with the throat naked) are included in the 
middle of the series. Those who want to name their speci- 
mens of Francolins will therefore, in our opinion, find 
Mr. Grant’s essay on this group (Ibis, 1892, p. 32) more 
practically useful, though it does not enter into so many 
particulars. It would appear that the Paris Collection does 
not contain examples of many of the species lately described 
in Germany, so that M. de Schaeck has not been able to study 
them satisfactorily. 


87. Sharpe’s ‘ Catalogue of Osteological Specimens of Birds,’ 


[Catalogue of the Specimens illustrating the Ostevlogy of Vertebrate 
Animals, Recent and Extinct, coutained in the Museum of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England. Part III. Class Aves. By R. Bowdler 
Sharpe, LL.D. 8vo. London: 1891. Pp. 469.] 


Our indefatigable fellow-worker has found time, in the 

* It will be observed that Gracula religiosa is actually the first species 
mentioned in Linnæus’s list (Syst. Nat. i. p. 164, 1766). 

t Cf. Sharpe, Cat. Birds, xiii. p. 93; also ibid. App. p. GOF; and Oates, 
Birds Brit. Ind. i. p. 509. 


462 Recently published Ornithological Works. 


middle of numerous other pieces of work, to prepare the volume 
of 470 pages now before us. It contains a catalogue of the 
skeletons and other osteological specimens in the well-known 
Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons, and has evidently 
been compiled with great care and attention. ‘The series 
embraces no less than 2380 objects, and although some of 
the groups are very imperfectly represented (e.g. Tracheo- 
phone, Trogones, and Crypturi), thereis probably no other 
collection of the kind of equal extent—certainly not one so 
well catalogued. 

The arrangement employed in the present volume is that 
of Mr. Seebohm, with some slight modifications. Numerous 
woodcuts are introduced into the text, and add materially to 
the usefulness of the volume. Some ofthese are old friends, 
but there is a valuable set of illustrations of the crania, 
which are beautifully executed. We could have wished, 
however, that “ Letters as before’ had not been appended 
to so many of them. It would have given so little trouble 
to the author to have repeated them, and would have saved 
so much to the student ! 


88. Shufeldt on the American Pygopodes. 

l [Concerning the Taxonomy of the North-American Pygopodes, based 
upon their Osteology. By R. W. Shufeldt, C.M.Z.S, Journ. Anat. and 
Phys. xxvi. p. 199.] 

The author states his opinion that the “ Pygopodes con- 
stitute a natural suborder of Birds, consisting only of the 
Loons and Grebes, and excluding the Auks.” These two 
families he proposes to raise to the rank of “ super-families,”” 
as “ Podicipoidea ” and “ Urinatoroidea,” and gives a sum- 
mary of the chief osteological characters that distinguish 
them. The Pygopodes are believed to be descended from 
“the same ancestral stock”? to which the extinct toothed 
bird of Cretaceous times, Hesperornis, belonged. 


89. Stejneger on Japanese Birds. 

[Notes on Japanese Birds contained in the Science College Museum, 
Imperial University, Tokyo, Japan. By Leonhard Stejneger. Proc. U.S 
Nat. Mus, xiv. p. 489.] 
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Dr. Stejneger has examined a collection of Japanese birds 
formerly in the Educational Museum of Tokyo, and recently 
handed over to the Science College of the Imperial University. 
This paper contains the notes made during his examination. 
Among the more interesting species commented upon are 
Sterna dougalli, Glareola orientalis (new to Japan), Tringa 
ferruginea (intell. T. subarquata), Phaethon rubricauda and 
P. candidus, Ardea purpurea, Halcyon pileata, Turdus hortu- 
lorum, and Emberiza leucocephala. 


90. Stejneger on the Cubital Coverts of the Paradise-birds. 


[Notes on the Cubital Coverts in the Birds of Paradise and Bower- 
birds. By Leonhard Stejneger. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. xiv. p. 499.] 

Referring to Mr. Goodchild’s paper “On the Cubital Coverts 
of the Kuornithes im relation to Taxonomy,” * Dr. Stejneger 
asserts that that author is in error in classing the wings of 
the Paradiseinæ as showing the “ Cypseline style,” and that 
these birds “form no exception from the genuine Passerine 
arrangement of the cubitals.”’ In the same way he main- 
tains, against Mr. Goodchild’s views, that Péilonorhynchus, 
exemplifying the Bower-birds (which Mr. Goodchild regards 
as having a Picarian arrangement of the minor coverts), is 
similar to the Paradise-birds, and typically Passerine in this 
point. 


91. Taczanowski on the Birds of Eastern Siberia. 


[Faune Ornithologique de la Sibérie Orientale. Par le Dr. L. Tac- 
zanowski. Quvre posthume. Première partie. Mém. Acad. Imp. Se. 
St. Pétersbourg, vii? série, tome xxxix. (1891).] 

This important work of our much esteemed friend Ladislas 
Taczanowski, whose loss we have lately had occasion to 
lament, is published after his death by the Imperial Academy 
of Sciences of St. Petersburg as a fitting tribute to his 
memory. ‘The first part is now issued, and gives us an account 
of 265 species of Accipitres and Passeres. The second part, 
still to be issued, will be consecutively paged, and the whole 


* Of. Ibis, 1891, p. 450. 


464 Recently published Ornithological Works. 


will form the thirty-ninth volume of the seventh series of 
the Memoirs of the Imperial Academy. 

The memoir is based upon the rich collections, now in the 
Warsaw Museum, made by Dr. Dybowski and his companions 
from 1865 to 1877 in various parts of Eastern Siberia, and 
subsequently, during four years and a half, in Kamtschatka 
and on the Commodore Islands. To these have been added 
other collections made by M. Jankowski in the island of 
Askold, and by M. Kalinowski in the marshes of the Sungari 
and elsewhere. 

After a short introduction, in which the principal previous 
authorities on the Siberian avifauna are mentioned, and an 
account is given of the various explorations made and 
localities visited by the above-mentioned collectors, the 
author enters upon a systematic review of the numerous 
species of the East-Siberian ornis. The Accipitres treated of 
are 35, the Striges 17 in number. The rest of this volume 
is devoted to the Passeres. Short Latin diagnoses are given 
of every species. The work, when finished, will be one of 
the most valuable of recent contributions to geographical 
ornithology, and will be specially useful to students of the 
European ornis, as showing clearly the ranges and the varia- 
tions of the western species, as they extend eastwards. 


92. Whymper’s Travels amongst the Great Andes. 


[Travels amongst the Great Andes of the Equator, By Edward 
Whymper. London: Murray, 1892. ] 

Mr. Whymper’s account of his expedition to Ecuador in 
1879-80, which has been so long waited for, has now ap- 
peared, and, as those who know the author will have always 
expected, leaves nothing to be desired as regards the accuracy 
of its diction, the beauty of its illustrations, and the general 
finish of the whole work. Mr. Whymper’s zoological col- 
lections, which were formed with the view of bringing to- 
gcther the species which range highest in the Andes, chiefly 
cunsisted of Insects, Crustaceans, and Reptiles, and are 
described in a “Supplementary Appendix.” But several 
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allusions to birds will be found interspersed in the narrative. 
An excellent illustration of the way in which Condors arc 
lassoed (or attempted to be lassoed) is given, p. 205, and 
a list of the 26 species of Tumming-birds of Pichincha and 
its environs, with remarks thereon, will be found at p. 215. 
No naturalist should fail to read this most delightful and 
instructive volume. 


93. Wiglesworth’s ‘ Aves Polynesie? 


[Aves Polynesiæœ. A Catalogue of the Birds of the Polynesian Sub- 
region (not including the Sandwich Islands). By Lionel W. Wigles- 
worth. Abh. k. Zool. u. Anth. Ethn. Mus. zu Dresden, no. 6 (1891). ] 


The author claims for this catalogue the position of an 
“eularged second edition” of G. R. Gray’s well-known 
‘List of the Birds of the Tropical Islands of the Pacific 
Ocean,’ published in 1859, carried up to the standard of our 
present knowledge. But it is even a more useful and much 
more nearly complete work. In the first place, much greater 
attention is paid to exact locality than was the case in Gray’s 
List. At the present epoch, as Mr. Wiglesworth well 
remarks, the “correct indication of habitat” has become 
the “ sine quá non of a faunal work on Polynesia.” In the 
next place, in the case of species peculiar to the subregion 
(nearly three fourths of the 100) it has been attempted to 
give a full synonymy. This will be of material assistance to 
future workers on Polynesian ornithology. 

Gray cnumerated 220 Polynesian birds. Mr. Wigles- 
worth comprehends 416 in his catalogue, which, moreover, 
does not include the species of the Hawaiian archipelago. 
Of these £16, from 280 to 290 are autochthonous. 

In his well-written preface Mr. Wiglesworth divides 
Polynesia ornithologically into five main divisions :—(1) 
North-western Polynesia—comprising the Marianne, Pelew, 
and Caroline Islands (3 genera peculiar) ; (2) Melano- Poly- 
nesia, i.c. New Caledonia and its adjuncts (6 genera peculiar) ; 
(3) Central Polynesia, i.e. Fiji, Tonga, and Samoa groups 
(9 genera peculiar); (4) Eastern Polynesia, i. e. the Cook, 
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Society, Paumotu, and Marquesas Islands and appendages 
(2 genera peculiar); and (5) the Central Coral-group, con- 
taining the Marshall, Gilbert, Ellice, and other islands. 
These divisions are briefly discussed and described. We 
regret that no map of them is given, as that would have 
rendered the author’s arguments much more easily intel- 
ligible. 

The Catalogue has been prepared at Dresden under the 
regis of Dr. A. B. Meyer, whose kind assistance is fully 
acknowledged. But the Museums of Berlin, Hamburg, 
Bremen, Leyden, and London have also been visited for the 
consultation of types. It would have been of great advantage 
if the author had stated in each case whether he had cx- 
amined those types, aud, indeed, whether he had personally 
examined specimens of the species at all. In fact, we should 
have preferred more notes and less synonymy. But we are 
thankful to Mr. Wiglesworth for what appears to us to be 
a very useful piece of work, so far as it goes. 


XXXIX.—Lelters, Extracts, Notices, &c. 


We have received the following letters, addressed to the 
Editor :— 


Sır, —On November 3rd, 1891, I received a pair of Bustard- 
Quails (of what species I was then ignorant) from Mr. A. 
Jamrach, who informed me that he had obtained them from 
India. By the loan of a skin on November 19th, I was 
enabled to identify them as Turnix nigricollis of Madagasear*, 

The following notes I transcribe almost verbatim from my 
note-books :—‘* December 18, 1891. The Black-throated 
Turnices thrive, and the large and more brightly coloured 
one, which I believe to be a female, occasionally makes a sort 
of incipient ‘boom,’ parva componere magnis, somewhat re- 
sembling the ‘drum’ of the female Emeu. 

* “Dlack-necked Bustard Quail,” J. Sibree, Ibis, 1891, pp. 562, 563 : 
Turnix nigricollis (Gm.), Ogilvie Grant, Ibis, 1889, pp. 471, 472, et 
op. cit. 1892, pp. 346, 347. 


